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estates had been confiscated and conferred on Ttiqad Khan,
the favourite of the Emperor, whom Nizamu'1-Mulk and the
other nobles detested. Qutbu'1-Mulk profited from the mistakes
of the Emperor. He paid a \isit to Nizamu'1-Mulk who felt
seriously aggrieved against the Emperor, and by his tactful
behaviour won him over to his side. Thus he made peace
with the most influential nobles at the capital, and well pre-
pared the ground for future contest. Qutbu'1-Mulk also visited
Khan-i-Dauran, superintendent of the audience-hall and pay-
master of the Emperor's personal troops, who was also chafing
at the increasing influence of Ttiqad Khan, and succeeded in
gaining his goodwill also. He thus smoothed away all oppo-
sition with tact and treasure.1

Then Qutbu'1-Mulk started raising troops in the capital.
The troops were generally discontented with the Emperor on
account of lack of regular pay and subsistence in the Imperial
service, and the consequent hardship they had to bear. In
fact, Qutbu'1-Mulk had contrived things in such a manner, by
his wilful neglect, that nine months5 pay of the soldiery was
in arrears. This had caused wide-spread discontent. Qutbu'l-
Mulk made the best use of this situation. He started advancing
money lavishly out of his own treasury and raised an army
of twenty thousand men ready for any emergency. In the
meantime, the Emperor had appointed Muhammad Amin
Khan Chin (I'timadu'd-Daula) the Subedar of Malwa in
place of Raja Jai Singh Sawai, in anticipation of his plans to
stop the march of the Amiru'l-Umara, if the latter dared to pro-
ceed to the capital without his permission. Muhammad Amin
Khan obeyed the orders, but he knew that his force of six
thousand horse was inadequate to offer a successful resistance
to the Amiru'l-Umara. Moreover, his relations with Ftiqad
Khan were by no means cordial. He considered him to be
responsible for his removal to Malwa to bear the brunt of
Husain cAli Khan's (Amiru'l-Umara's) attack.2 Naturally, he
wanted to avoid putting himself in this position. He left
Malwa and repaired to the capital without asking permission
from the Emperor. On arrival he was deprived of his rank,

1 Khafi Khan, op. cit., p. 802.

2 Muhammad Amin Khan was superseded in the post of Bakhshi by Islam
Khan.